The School of Histories and Humanities extends its heartfelt condolences to the family of Joe Veselsky,
who passed away peacefully on Saturday, 3 January 2026, in his 108th year.

Joe first came to the School’s Extramural Lectures in 2010, following the loss of his beloved wife,
Katarina. From the very beginning, he enriched our community with a quiet kindness, a generous spirit,
and an enduring curiosity about the world. His presence was a reminder that learning is not bound by
age, but is sustained by openness, humility, and hope. In 2016, at the age of 97 and as Trinity’s oldest
student, Joe was awarded an honorary Master of Arts degree, in recognition of his extraordinary life,
his contribution to Irish society, and his inspiring commitment to lifelong learning and civic engagement.

Joe’s life was shaped by both profound sorrow and remarkable courage. He endured the devastating
loss of his parents and elder brother in Auschwitz and, as a young man, joined the Resistance—an act
of bravery for which he was later honoured with the Order of the Slovak National Uprising. Together
with Katarina, he escaped the Prague coup of 1948 and made a new home in Ireland, where he rebuilt
his life with dignity, resilience, and grace, establishing his own jewellery business and contributing
quietly but meaningfully to his adopted country.

After the war, Joe found joy and connection through table tennis, excelling at the highest level. He
ranked seventh nationally, captained the Czechoslovak team, and later devoted more than twenty years
as captain of the Irish table tennis team, alongside significant executive and international roles within
the sport. Beyond table tennis, Joe was closely associated with Shamrock Rovers and UCD Football Club,
where his generosity, encouragement, and unwavering kindness were deeply cherished.

In recognition of his sporting achievements and his role in nurturing enduring diplomatic ties between
Slovakia and Ireland, Joe was appointed a Commander of the Slovak Order of the White Double Cross
in 2007. His remarkable life also drew international respect, with the International Table Tennis
Federation paying tribute to a man held in the highest esteem.

Joe began his Trinity journey at the age of 91 and embraced college life with warmth, enthusiasm, and
genuine affection for those around him. He formed many treasured friendships, including with the
“other Joe,” Joe McGovern, who sadly passed away in 2023. Their shared love of learning was
beautifully captured in a 2019 RTE News feature ‘No ordinary Joe’ - a lasting testament to curiosity,
friendship, and the joy of education later in life: https://www.rte.ie/news/ireland/2019/0328/1039089-
joe-veselsky-joe-mcgovern/

Joe also formed close bonds with many colleagues, who will forever cherish the quiet moments spent
together over coffee in Costa. In those conversations, Joe shared stories—some joyful, some deeply
poignant—always with gentleness, humility, and a twinkle of warmth in his eye. He was, in every sense,
a true gentleman: thoughtful, compassionate, and quietly inspiring.

Joe Veselsky will be deeply missed and lovingly remembered by all who had the privilege of knowing
him. His kindness, courage, and humanity leave a lasting legacy within our community and far beyond
it.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.

Joe’s funeral arrangements may be found at:
https://rip.ie/death-notice/josef-veselsky-dublin-booterstown-616744
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